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Proxmire served the people of Wisconsin with
a tenacious devotion to the principles of civic
responsibility and ethical leadership. The ef-
fects of his determination to uphold these val-
ues reach beyond the Badger State and the
halls of the Senate, as his legacy of fighting
for integrity and accountability in governance
has benefited all people of the United States.

Public service shaped Senator Proxmire’s
life at an early age. After graduating from Yale
University in 1938, he served our country in
World War Il as an officer in the Army Coun-
terintelligence Corps. His desire to continue
fighting for the American people brought him
to Wisconsin, where he served in the state As-
sembly from 1950-1956. In 1958 he won his
first victory for the United States Senate where
he went on to serve for over 30 years.

Senator Proxmire was most well known for
his Golden Fleece awards, which he used to
single out “wasteful, ridiculous or ironic use of
the taxpayers” money. “ Senator Proxmire
brought many important issues to the people’s
attention and because of these awards he was
able to halt numerous science and academic
projects that were of no real value. He will for-
ever be remembered for his contributions to
this end and for making wasteful government
spending a real issue.

Senator Proxmire’s 32 years in the Senate
were distinguished by innumerable accom-
plishments. He was the driving force behind
the 1968 “Truth in Lending” act, critically im-
proving the transparency and fairness of
loans. He fought racial discrimination in real
estate. As chairman of the Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs Committee, he authored the
1980 Banking Deregulation Act. However, his
most significant contribution was his tireless
determination for the ratification of an inter-
national treaty outlawing genocide. Nearly
every day for 19 years, Senator Proxmire
spoke of the importance of the treaty from the
Senate floor until it was finally adopted in
1986.

——————
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to pay tribute to Mr. Wiliam Newton
Heaps and to recognize his many accomplish-
ments. He is truly a man who embodies the
American principles of hard work, dedication
to one’s family and service to one’s commu-
nity. William Heaps was born August 20, 1930
to Johnnie and Louise Vandiver Heaps and
raised on a farm in Franklin County in Ala-
bama’s Fourth Congressional District. While
residing in Russellville, Alabama, William
Heaps was manager of the Farmers’ Co-Op
for numerous years. Later he moved to
Clanton, Alabama and there he was sales rep-
resentative for Fuller Supply Co. of Bir-
mingham for 29 years until his retirement in
March of 2000. As an adult he attended sing-
ing schools in addition to being privately
taught by F.R. Morgan, a student of Vaughan
Normal School of Lawrenceburg, Tennessee.
“My Title to Those Mansions” was the first
song written by William Heaps and it was pub-
lished in 1966 by Vaughan Music Company.
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This was the first of over 100 songs that he
has written. As a member of the First Meth-
odist Church of Clanton, William Heaps has
served for several years on the administrative
board. He has also served as Chairman of the
Chilton County Gospel Singing Convention.
He was a representative for the Vaughan and
the Tennessee Music Companies for a num-
ber of years. He has served on the Supreme
Cabinet, as Chaplin, as Vice-President and as
President of the Convention. He currently
serves as a representative for the Gospel Her-
itage Music Company. He has been a great
supporter of and actively engaged in the Ala-
bama State Gospel Singing Convention for
many years. As he continues to write music,
he resides in Clanton with is wife, Bernice.
They have two twin daughters, Shelia Mims
and Shirley Henley, and a son Tommy Heaps,
who is now a Methodist Minister. They also
have one granddaughter, Laura Heaps, and
two grandsons, Will Heaps and Scott Mims.
William Heaps is a true “Christian Gentleman”
who is compassionate and respectful toward
others. He is a great “encourager” with a posi-
tive outlook and sound advice. He is an inspir-
ing role model for all of us and | join his
friends and colleagues in recognizing one of
Alabama’s great composers of gospel songs.
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay tribute
to a remarkable Texan, June Womack Gilmer,
who passed away this year after a valiant bat-
tle with Alzheimer’s. A descendant of one of
Texas’s pioneering families, the Lydays, she
could trace her family ancestry back to 17th
century Williamsburg, Virginia, and 13th cen-
tury Runnymede, England.

June was born in Honey Grove and raised
in the small town of Wolfe City, in the Fourth
Congressional District. She married her child-
hood sweetheart, Ray Gilmer, and they soon
settled in Garland, Texas, where June raised
her family and pursued numerous civic en-
deavors. She was president of the PTA, Gar-
den Club, and wives club of the Garland Jun-
ior Chamber of Commerce. She was a regent
and registrar of the Colonel James Mason
Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, an officer of the John Wheeler
Bunton Chapter of the Daughters of the Re-
public of Texas, and the Magna Carta Dames.

A beautiful and accomplished woman, June
was a runner-up in the Mrs. Texas contest in
the 1950s. She studied interior design in col-
lege and for many years worked as a deco-
rator and volunteered her talents for many
worthy causes. June and my wife, Mary Ellen,
were very close friends. Our families shared
food and cars as Ray Gilmer attended the
SMU School of Engineering and | was attend-
ing the SMU School of Law. Our children
played together and we felt a deep and life-
long kinship to the Gilmers.

June is survived by her adored and adoring
husband of 60 years, Ray Gilmer, daughter
Jamie Williams and son-in-law Dr. Craig Wil-
liams, daughter Anne Snow and husband
James Snow, six grandchildren, and other
family members and life-long friends. Their
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loss is shared by all those who knew June
Womack Gilmer, and we join them in mourn-
ing the loss and celebrating the life of this
wonderful woman. As we adjourn the United
States House of Representatives today, let us
do so in memory of and respect for June and
the wonderful Gilmer family.

———
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of my good friend
Senator Eugene McCarthy, former member of
the United States Congress, presidential can-
didate, political activist and author.

Senator McCarthy is a well-known and re-
spected anti-war activist. His voice rose above
the crowd against the Vietham War due to his
power and influence in politics. In 1968, Mr.
McCarthy garnered an unprecedented number
of college students opposed to the Vietham
War to campaign for the Presidency against
the incumbent President Lyndon B. Johnson.
College students supported Mr. McCarthy be-
cause he believed that America should end its
involvement in Vietnam. Students from around
the country campaigned door to door pro-
moting the slogan “get clean for Gene,” refer-
ring to the students shaving off their beards
and cutting their long hair. While his views
sparked many to campaign for him, he still
had a disappointing defeat in the Democratic
primary. Although he lost this race, he won a
much bigger one. He stood up for what he be-
lieved in and would not back down, even in
the face of adversity.

Senator McCarthy left politics in 1971 after
a distinguished career as United States Con-
gressman and Senator from Minnesota. He
spent time writing his memoirs and other
books and poems on politics. Senator McCar-
thy remained active in politics throughout the
rest of his life, including running for different
offices and supporting other campaigns. Keep-
ing involved in politics, Senator McCarthy stat-
ed his opposition for campaign finance laws
argued in the Buckley v. Valeo case. In 1980,
he wrote the introduction to the campaign
book of Libertarian Presidential candidate Ed
Clark. Senator McCarthy continued participa-
tion in progressive politics with the Consumer
party in Pennsylvania and the Minnesota Pro-
gressive party. He returned to the Democratic
Party in 1992 as a Presidential candidate in
the New Hampshire primary. More recently he
was a strong and influential supporter of Ralph
Nader’s 2000 Presidential campaign. After his
political career ended, Senator McCarthy be-
came a prolific writer and poet. He authored
30 books and multiple poems about the de-
cline of American politics.

Senator Eugene McCarthy passed away on
December 10, 2005, at the age of 89. He will
be remembered as an influential and re-
spected politician. More importantly, his con-
tributions to the anti-war movement and influ-
ence on college students’ political activism will
live on in future campaigns and protests. His
service as a Representative of Minnesota in
Congress will not soon be forgotten.
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